DREAMS   AND   VISIONS
they were talking to one another, when suddenly
they saw two soldiers sitting on the edge of their
bedsteads. Terribly alarmed, they asked the men
however they came to be there—did they not know
it was " hareem" ? At first the soldiers remained
silent, but afterwards told the women that they had
come from a village about twelve miles off. That
they had been told in a dream to come to the beit
hakeem Engelisi (house of the English doctor). In
obedience to this command they had come. Then,
as suddenly as they had arrived, they disappeared.
The women, of course, were all fearfully alarmed,
some believing that they were real soldiers, others
that they were genii in the form of soldiers. They
immediately left the room, carrying their bedding
with them, and spent the rest of the night in fear
and trembling. The next morning we made a very
careful examination of the roof, to see if by any
possible means soldiers could have entered our com-
pound. We found that next door was the house of
the head of the soldiers, and it was possible that
some of his guard might have found their way over
the walls and down to our house.
Nothing, however, was ever proved; but no one
could ever be induced to use that room again, the
women declaring that it was haunted by evil spirits.
Finally, we made it into a hen-house ; but the fowls
and turkeys all sickened and died, so there evidently
was something very wrong with the atmosphere of
that room! Our first attempt at a women's ward
was certainly a failure, but " it is an ill wind that
blows nobody any good," and so good came out of
this evil. As the women would not use the haunted (?)
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